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President’s Report
Welcome to the Footscape 2016 Annual Report.
The 2015/2016 financial year was productive as
devised Footscape projects were strengthened
and expanded. Before I elaborate upon these I
firstly wish to acknowledge the tremendous work
of our committee and volunteers who all
generously donated their time and expertise to
help advance the cause of Footscape.

Community Engagement
The beginning of 2016 brought a fresh and
revitalised Footscape website. Readers are invited
to browse through our updated website content
which outlines current committee and project
details. Methods by which individuals can get
involved are also detailed and includes the new
option allowing supporters to apply for membership
online. This latest medium has served to advance
organisation membership to fifty-three persons at
the conclusion of the Financial Year. Thanks to
Daniel Bryant for his tremendous efforts in
developing the revised website.
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Engaging the community through such projects as developing a modern website
continues to be a high priority for our governing committee. Indeed Footscape
endeavours to inform, educate and motivate Podiatrists, other health professionals
and the greater community in regards to the foot health inequity encountered by
disadvantaged persons. Regular electronic newsletters are being produced whilst
social media communications are undertaken via Facebook and Twitter. At the same
time presentations are
delivered annually to
Podiatry students at La
Trobe University and
the
University
of
Western Sydney. The
enthusiasm of students
to learn more about foot
health issues amongst
marginalised population
Anthony Lewis responding to follow up questions
groups is very pleasing.
with University of Western Sydney students

During 2015 a student essay competition was held as part of the University of
Western Sydney fourth year Professional Practice Studies unit. Students were asked
to choose a population group considered to experience social and health inequity
then conduct a systematic search and critical review of the literature detailing the
influence of social determinants of health upon foot pathology in that group. Many
fine essays were received, including such topics as:
-

Foot care provision for people with HIV
Diabetic foot education for the Aboriginal population
Understanding the need for Podiatry care in homeless populations

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre
Footscape continues to administer fundamental Podiatry services for recipients of
care at the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC). Establishing an equipped
clinical setup to work alongside the largest provider of aid, advocacy and health
services for asylum seekers in Australia has been a substantial achievement for
Footscape. I’m pleased to report our volunteer Podiatrists continue to attain
commendable outcomes for attending clients encountering foot pathology.
Footscape acknowledges Footwork Podiatric Laboratory in providing orthoses for our
ASRC clients without charge.

Following a screening activity during Diabetes Week the ASRC Health team
commenced a health promotion project for an estimated ten per cent of clientele
enduring Diabetes. Given the complex health needs of this group, coupled with
incomprehensive health care and access to other essential services, an asylum
seeker burdened with Diabetes must confront an arduous task to achieve ideal blood
sugar levels on a daily basis. Footscape is supporting this health promotion project
by providing clinical assessment and education for affected clients in addition to
funding foot care kits (pictured above). Such kits comprise betadine satchels, band
aids, emollient satchels, emery boards, long handled files and education handouts
available in numerous languages. It is hoped these kits will help promote diabetic
foot care practices to be undertaken upon a daily basis. We look forward to learning
the outcomes of this project.

Children’s Orthotic Project
Footscape initiated the Children’s Orthotic Project
in 2013 and has subsequently developed
partnerships with the following Community Health
organisations that assist clients experiencing
disadvantage throughout metropolitan Melbourne:

Donate to the Children’s
Orthotic Project
Children with lower limb
development problems are at
greater risk of suffering foot and
leg pains, disengaging from
physical activity and
experiencing social exclusion.
Orthoses are commonly utilised
by Podiatrists in the
management of such problems.
However, as they are expensive
to purchase, financially
disadvantaged families can have
difficulty affording this treatment
option. Footscape will therefore
use donations to fund orthoses
for such financially
disadvantaged children. To
make a tax deductible donation
please go to:

-

cohealth
Darebin Community Health
Inner East Community Health
Inner South Community Health Service
ISIS Primary Care
Manningham Community Health Services
Merri Community Health Services
Plenty Valley Community Health

As per the graph below this project is now
assisting even greater numbers of financially
disadvantaged
children
encountering
foot
pathology with the opportunity to access orthoses
and ensure their young bodies can grow and
develop as healthy as possible.

Through assistance provided by the Lord Mayor’s
Charitable Foundation Footscape reviewed the
Children’s Orthotic Project during 2015. Although
Memorandum of Understanding documentation
had been established with eight community health organisations only working
relationships with ISIS Primary Care and Plenty Valley Community Health had
extended beyond twelve months of practical operation and incorporated a project
review at the time of preparing this evaluation.
www.givenow.com.au/footscape

Identified
extended to:

strengths

1. Use of Department of
Health and Human
Services
(2015)
income
range
classification.
Such
cataloguing serves as
a valid and reliable
model for Footscape
to define financial
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disadvantage. As this model is equally employed throughout state-wide health
service organisations its application further serves to establish consistency and
promote understanding of practical implementation for current and prospective
partnering organisations.
2. Distribution of funds at the commencement of the working relationship with a
health service organisation. The availability of funds throughout a project period
has enabled consulting Podiatrists to provide suitable and time effective client
management without delays in preparing orthoses application forms and awaiting
funding approval. Streamlining this process has consequently enabled client
contact time to be minimised.
3. Consistency of Memorandum of Understanding documentation.
Conversely project weaknesses pertain to current attempts to expand the project
throughout state health service organisations. To date the project has essentially
been operated as per a pilot program in which Footscape has approached and made
preliminary introductions with individual Victorian health service organisations.
During attempts to further expand the project progression from initial Footscape
contact to conducting of meetings with Podiatrists/Managers to finally establishing
and signing approved documentation has been slow.
Ascertained findings determined the project has positively impacted all stakeholders
with benefits extending to financially disadvantaged children (and their families),
participating Podiatrists, partnering community health services and Footscape.
However, as a limited amount of data has been accumulated these findings are
unable to generate statistical inferences. Nevertheless the evaluation provided
valuable insight as to the strengths and weaknesses of the initial project design in
order to generate recommendations for future delivery.

Footscape was pleased to deliver Children’s Orthotic Project review summations as a Poster
Presentation at the 2016 Australian Podiatry Association (Victoria) State Conference.

Shoes for the Needy
During the 2015-16 financial year a collective total of nine hundred and forty second
hand shoes and new socks had been distributed to homeless persons/asylum
seekers in association with our partnering organisations cohealth, Inner South
Community Health Service and the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre. Amongst facing
numerous health and well-being issues, homeless persons and asylum seekers are
at risk of developing foot problems as they are often forced to walk long distances
upon poor footwear. Footscape acknowledges Active Feet, Brooks, Generation Run,
Mizuno and New Balance for their respective contributions to this project over the
past twelve months.
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Equatorial Opportunities
Footscape committee member
Brianna
High
(right)
and
Podiatrist
Gillian
Butcher
respectively accompanied Sue
Barker
as
Equatorial
Opportunities embarked upon
two Nauru expeditions during
2015/16. Footscape continues
to support the mission of
Equatorial
Opportunities
in
promoting diabetic foot care
practices
throughout
the
country.
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Financial Report
On behalf of Charles Lewis, Footscape Treasurer,
the end of year bank balance totalled $29,036.49.
Please refer to the Treasurer’s report for
clarification of the financial position. Thanks goes
to James Copes for auditing records of the
Financial Year.
During the Financial Year significant funds were
secured through grants and donations. Acquired
monies have enabled:
-

-

-

Modernisation of our website.
Completion of the Children’s Orthotic
Project review.
Acquisition of washing machines to improve
implementation of the Shoes for the Needy
project.
Greater expenditure upon socks, as part of
the Shoes for the Needy project, for
distribution by our partnering organisations.
Purchase of foot care kits for the Asylum
Seeker Resource Centre.

The year ahead promises many new and exciting
challenges. I look forward to working with the
committee,
volunteers
and
partnering
organisations to advance foot health equity for all.

Anthony Lewis
President

Footscape Objectives
1. To educate, train and
provide awareness for the
incorporation of podiatric
principles and practices.
2. To address the social and
medical determinants of foot
pathology within settings of
Australian disadvantaged
and Indigenous
communities and developing
communities abroad.
3. To provide Podiatrists and
other health professionals
involved in lower limb
pathologies with
opportunities for selfdevelopment through
exposure to developing
communities.
4. To advance foot and lower
limb research within
developing communities.
5. To serve economically
disadvantaged individuals in
need of foot and lower limb
medical care.

Auditor’s Report
I have inspected the accounting records kept by the Footscape Incorporated
in respect of the year ended 30th June 2016 and received information and
explanations I required for the purpose of my inspection.
In my opinion:
they were kept by the organisation in respect of the year,
satisfactory accounting records, detailing the sources
and nature of the income of the organisation and
the nature and purposes of expenditure

and

the attached Accounts and Statements were prepared with
recognised bookkeeping principles and practices and give a true and fair view of:

(a) the financial affairs of the organisation as at the 30th June 2016

and

(b) the income and expenditure of the organisation for the year
ended on that date.

James Copes
Chartered Accountant – Member 130374
Dated 8 August 2016

Treasurer’s Report
FOOTSCAPE INC.
Treasurer's Annual Report for Year 1/7/15 to 30/6/16
$
Balance 30/6/15
Receipts
Grants
Donations
Term Deposit Interest
Bank Interest

$
30,535.23

14,700.00
1,408.90
327.66
43.22 16,479.78
47,015.01

Payments
Public Liability Insurance
Washing Machine purchases
ASRC Diabetic Footcare kits
UWS student essay competition
Stop Cheque Payment Fee
Consumer Affairs Victoria - Change of Rules
Service Fee (A.Lewis)
Children's Orthotic Project
Website Hosting
Stationery
Socks for the Homeless
Our Community Newsletter Subscription
Consumer Affairs Victoria - Annual Registration Fee

645.24
1,960.00
785.90
250.00
15.00
170.00
7,500.00
5,500.00
250.00
12.98
750.00
85.00
54.40 17,978.52

Balance 30/6/16

29,036.49

Bank Reconcilitation
Balance as per Bank Statement
Less Unpresented Cheque Number 75

30,036.49
1,000.00
29,036.49

Organisation Assets (Purchase Price)
Autoclave
Workstation
Office Furniture
Medical Instruments and Assessment Tools
Printer
Saddle Chairs and Equipment Cases
Podiatry Drill and Accessories
Patient Chair
Ultrasonic Instrument Cleaner
Washing Machines
Laptop and Software
Esky
C.Lewis
Treasurer
11/07/2016

$
$
6,600.00
874.50
1,016.26
4,627.70
664.05
1,298.00
3,740.00
7,095.00
1,496.00
1,960.00
1,660.00
120.00 31,151.51

